
 

 
 

 
 

 

July 4th fun for you, but not your pet 
Colorado Veterinary Medical Association offers tips to keep your pet safe this 

Independence Day 
 
For many, July 4th means firing up the grill and heading to a fireworks show. But for 
pet owners, not all fun on Independence Day is created equal, and long-time traditions 
that are fun for you may not be for your pets. The Colorado Veterinary Medical 
Association offers the following tips to keep you and your pet happy throughout the 
holiday: 
 
• Whether you’re hosting a barbeque or attending someone else’s, carry snacks 
specifically for your pet instead of offering them something from your plate. Some 
foods can be dangerous for pets, and what seems like a nice treat can quickly turn 
deadly. 
 
• On a similar note, if you plan on using sunscreen or insect repellant on your pet, 
make sure it is meant for pet use. Some people products can be poisonous for pets and 
are potentially life-threatening. A few signs that your pet has consumed something toxic 
are vomiting, diarrhea, drooling, and lethargy. If you think your pet is exhibiting these 
symptoms, take them to the nearest emergency animal hospital. 
 
• Don’t take your pets to see the fireworks. Bursts of color in the sky may seem like 
fun, but the loud noises and large crowds that accompany fireworks are not pet-
friendly. These situations can make your pet frightened and anxious, which can cause 
them to run off and become lost. Shelters often report higher intake during fireworks 
celebrations. 
 
• Make sure your pet is licensed and microchipped. It’s always important to keep a 
collar on your pet with their license and vaccination information, but it is especially 
important when they are spending more time outdoors. Proper identification will allow 
local shelters to reunite you with your pet in the event that they are lost. Better yet, get 
them microchipped and keep registration information up-to-date with your name, 
current address, and phone number for a faster reunion with your pet. 
 
The best way to keep your pet safe on the 4th of July is to leave your pet indoors. For 
more pet resources, click here to visit the CVMA Resources for Pet Owners page. 

http://colovma.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=3

